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to keep a record of the guests at his table, there was hardly any name
which figured more frequently in it than that of the author of 'Vanity
Fair/ I06

After Thackeray's death Lord Houghton, like Dickens and Trol-
lope, wrote a memorial tribute for the magazine of which his friend
had been the first editor.107

THE KEMBLES

Among the friends of Thackeray's young manhood were the
brilliant but erratic children of Charles Kemble (1775-1854), for
nearly fifty years one of the most popular and versatile of English
actors, and his wife, the former Marie Therese Decamp (1774-
1838), who was herself an actress of some ability. Thackeray's
intimacy with the family began in 1829 when he met the older son
John Mitchell Kemble (1807-1857) at Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, where the latter matriculated in 1826 and took his B.A.
degree in 1830. After Thackeray returned from Weimar in 1831,
John and his brother Henry were his constant companions for the
better part of a year. Five years followed during which Thackeray
saw little of John, who in this period established his reputation as a
pioneer student of English philology by his edition of The Anglo-
Saxon Poems of Beowulf (1833) and his lectures at Cambridge on
Old English. But when Thackeray brought his wife to England
in 1837, he renewed his intimacy with his friend, who had himself
married Natalie, daughter of Professor Wendt of Gottingen, and
was editing The British and Foreign Review, a post he held be-
tween 1835 and 1844. Though Kemble became Examiner of Stage
Plays in 1840 and held that office until his death, he passed most of
the latter part of his life outside of England in linguistic and
archeological investigations.

Thackeray first saw Fanny Kemble (1809-1893), John's famous
sister, as Juliet in her debut at Covent Garden on October 5,1829,
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